
THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1301 Pregnant persons; expulsion or exclusion from public school prohibited;
withdrawal; alternative educational program or program of special services; rules.
Sec. 1301. (1) A person who has not completed high school may not be expelled or excluded from a public

school because of being pregnant.
(2) A pregnant person who is under the compulsory school age may withdraw from a regular public school

program in accordance with rules promulgated by the state board.
(3) The board of a local or intermediate school district may provide an accredited alternative educational

program for school age expectant parents and school age parents and their children, or provide a program of
special services within the conventional school setting, or contract with another school district offering the
educational program.

(4) The state board shall promulgate rules to implement this section.
History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;Am. 1980, Act 109, Imd. Eff. May 10, 1980.

Popular name: Act 451

Administrative rules: R 340.1121 et seq. of the Michigan Administrative Code.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1303 Pocket pager, electronic communication device, or other personal communication
device; applicability of subsection (1).
Sec. 1303. (1) Until the end of the 2003-2004 school year, unless the board or board of directors adopts its

own local policy to the contrary, the board of a school district or board of directors of a public school
academy shall not permit any pupil to carry a pocket pager, electronic communication device, or other
personal communication device in school except for health or other unusual reasons approved by the board or
board of directors. A board or board of directors may develop penalties that it considers appropriate for a
pupil who violates this prohibition or its own policy.

(2) Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, subsection (1) does not apply and the board of a school
district or board of directors of a public school academy may adopt and implement its own local policy
concerning whether or not a pupil may carry a pocket pager, electronic communication device, or other
personal communication device in school.

History: Add. 1988, Act 215, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1988;Am. 1995, Act 289, Eff. July 1, 1996;Am. 2003, Act 132, Imd. Eff. Aug. 1,
2003.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1305 Bomb threat; search by school employee.
Sec. 1305. If a public or nonpublic school is closed or vacated due to a bomb threat, a school official shall

not require a school employee to remain in or to search the school unless the governing body that operates the
school has ensured that employee has received appropriate training approved by the appropriate law
enforcement agency dealing with bomb threats.

History: Add. 2004, Act 56, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 2004.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1306 School lockers; no presumption of privacy; search policy; assistance of law
enforcement agency; model policy; admissibility of evidence.
Sec. 1306. (1) A pupil who uses a locker that is the property of a school district, local act school district,

intermediate school district, or public school academy is presumed to have no expectation of privacy in that
locker or that locker's contents.

(2) If the board of a school district, local act school district, or intermediate school district or board of
directors of a public school academy operates a school that has pupil lockers, then not later than 180 days
after the effective date of this section the board or board of directors shall adopt a policy on searches of
pupils' lockers and locker contents. This policy shall provide that, in the course of a search conducted
pursuant to the policy, the privacy rights of the pupil shall be respected regarding any items that are not illegal
or against school policy. The board or board of directors shall provide a copy of this policy to each pupil at a
school that has lockers and to the parent or legal guardian of each of those pupils. The board or board of
directors shall also provide a copy of the policy to the department upon request by the department.

(3) A public school principal or his or her designee may search a pupil's locker and the locker's contents at
any time in accordance with the policy under subsection (2).

(4) A law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the school may assist school personnel in
conducting a search of a pupil's locker and the locker's contents if that assistance is at the request of the
school principal or his or her designee and the search is conducted in accordance with the policy under
subsection (2).

(5) Not later than 90 days after the effective date of this section, the superintendent of public instruction
shall develop and make available a model policy on searches of pupils' lockers and locker contents that may
be adopted for the purposes of this section.

(6) Any evidence obtained as a result of a search of a pupil's locker or locker's contents shall not be
inadmissible in any court or administrative proceedings because the search violated this section, violated the
policy under subsection (2), or because no policy was adopted.

History: Add. 2000, Act 87, Imd. Eff. May 1, 2000.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1309 Conduct constituting suspension; action by teacher; report; supervision;
conference; return by student; adoption of local policy by school board; definitions.
Sec. 1309. (1) If a teacher in a public school has good reason to believe that a pupil's conduct in a class,

subject, or activity constitutes conduct for which the pupil may be suspended from a class, subject, or activity
according to the local policy required under subsection (2), the teacher may cause the pupil to be suspended
from the class, subject, or activity for up to 1 full school day. The teacher shall immediately report the
suspension and the reason for the suspension to the school principal and send the pupil to the school principal
or the school principal's designee for appropriate action. If that action requires the continued presence of the
pupil at school, the pupil shall be under appropriate supervision. As soon as possible after a suspension under
this section, the teacher shall ask the parent or guardian of the pupil to attend a parent-teacher conference
regarding the suspension. Whenever practicable, a school counselor, school psychologist, or school social
worker shall attend the conference. A school administrator shall attend the conference if the teacher or the
parent or guardian so requests. During a suspension under this section, the pupil shall not be returned that
school day to the class, subject, or activity from which he or she was suspended without the concurrence of
the teacher of the class, subject, or activity and the school principal.

(2) A school board shall adopt a local policy specifying the types of conduct for which a pupil may be
suspended from a class, subject, or activity by a teacher under this section. This policy shall be included in the
school board's code of student conduct.

(3) As used in this section:
(a) “School board” means that term as defined in section 1311a.
(b) “School principal” means the chief administrator of a school.
History: Add. 1999, Act 103, Imd. Eff. July 6, 1999.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1310 Physical assault at school against another pupil; expulsion required; alternative
education; definitions.
Sec. 1310. (1) If a pupil enrolled in grade 6 or above commits a physical assault at school against another

pupil and the physical assault is reported to the school board, school district superintendent, or building
principal, then the school board or the designee of the school board as described in section 1311(1) on behalf
of the school board shall suspend or expel the pupil from the school district for up to 180 school days. A
district superintendent or building principal who receives a report described in this subsection shall forward
the report to the school board. Notwithstanding section 1147, a school district is not required to allow an
individual expelled from another school district under this section to attend school in the school district during
the expulsion.

(2) If an individual is expelled pursuant to this section, it is the responsibility of that individual and of his
or her parent or legal guardian to locate a suitable educational program and to enroll the individual in such a
program during the expulsion. The office for safe schools in the department shall compile information on and
catalog existing alternative education programs or schools and nonpublic schools that may be open to
enrollment of individuals expelled under this section and pursuant to section 1311(2) or 1311a, and shall
periodically distribute this information to school districts for distribution to expelled individuals. A school
board that establishes an alternative education program or school described in this subsection shall notify the
office for safe schools about the program or school and the types of pupils it serves. The office for safe
schools also shall work with and provide technical assistance to school districts, authorizing bodies for public
school academies, and other interested parties in developing these types of alternative education programs or
schools in geographic areas that are not being served.

(3) As used in this section:
(a) “At school” means in a classroom, elsewhere on school premises, on a school bus or other

school-related vehicle, or at a school-sponsored activity or event whether or not it is held on school premises.
(b) “Physical assault” means intentionally causing or attempting to cause physical harm to another through

force or violence.
(c) “School board” means a school board, intermediate school board, or the board of directors of a public

school academy.
(d) “School district” means a school district, a local act school district, an intermediate school district, or a

public school academy.
History: Add. 1999, Act 102, Imd. Eff. July 6, 1999;Am. 2000, Act 230, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1311 Suspension or expulsion of pupils.
Sec. 1311. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the school board, or the school district superintendent, a school

building principal, or another school district official if designated by the school board, may authorize or order
the suspension or expulsion from school of a pupil guilty of gross misdemeanor or persistent disobedience if,
in the judgment of the school board or its designee, as applicable, the interest of the school is served by the
authorization or order. If there is reasonable cause to believe that the pupil is handicapped, and the school
district has not evaluated the pupil in accordance with rules of the state board to determine if the student is
handicapped, the pupil shall be evaluated immediately by the intermediate school district of which the school
district is constituent in accordance with section 1711.

(2) If a pupil possesses in a weapon free school zone a weapon that constitutes a dangerous weapon,
commits arson in a school building or on school grounds, or commits criminal sexual conduct in a school
building or on school grounds, the school board, or the designee of the school board as described in
subsection (1) on behalf of the school board, shall expel the pupil from the school district permanently,
subject to possible reinstatement under subsection (5). However, a school board is not required to expel a
pupil for possessing a weapon if the pupil establishes in a clear and convincing manner at least 1 of the
following:

(a) The object or instrument possessed by the pupil was not possessed by the pupil for use as a weapon, or
for direct or indirect delivery to another person for use as a weapon.

(b) The weapon was not knowingly possessed by the pupil.
(c) The pupil did not know or have reason to know that the object or instrument possessed by the pupil

constituted a dangerous weapon.
(d) The weapon was possessed by the pupil at the suggestion, request, or direction of, or with the express

permission of, school or police authorities.
(3) If an individual is expelled pursuant to subsection (2), the expelling school district shall enter on the

individual's permanent record that he or she has been expelled pursuant to subsection (2). Except if a school
district operates or participates cooperatively in an alternative education program appropriate for individuals
expelled pursuant to subsection (2) and in its discretion admits the individual to that program, and except for a
strict discipline academy established under sections 1311b to 1311l, an individual expelled pursuant to
subsection (2) is expelled from all public schools in this state and the officials of a school district shall not
allow the individual to enroll in the school district unless the individual has been reinstated under subsection
(5). Except as otherwise provided by law, a program operated for individuals expelled pursuant to subsection
(2) shall ensure that those individuals are physically separated at all times during the school day from the
general pupil population. If an individual expelled from a school district pursuant to subsection (2) is not
placed in an alternative education program or strict discipline academy, the school district may provide, or
may arrange for the intermediate school district to provide, appropriate instructional services to the individual
at home. The type of services provided shall meet the requirements of section 6(4)(v) of the state school aid
act of 1979, MCL 388.1606, and the services may be contracted for in the same manner as services for
homebound pupils under section 109 of the state school aid act of 1979, MCL 388.1709. This subsection does
not require a school district to expend more money for providing services for a pupil expelled pursuant to
subsection (2) than the amount of the foundation allowance the school district receives for the pupil under
section 20 of the state school aid act of 1979, MCL 388.1620.

(4) If a school board expels an individual pursuant to subsection (2), the school board shall ensure that,
within 3 days after the expulsion, an official of the school district refers the individual to the appropriate
county department of social services or county community mental health agency and notifies the individual's
parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, notifies the
individual of the referral.

(5) The parent or legal guardian of an individual expelled pursuant to subsection (2) or, if the individual is
at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, the individual may petition the expelling school board for
reinstatement of the individual to public education in the school district. If the expelling school board denies a
petition for reinstatement, the parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an
emancipated minor, the individual may petition another school board for reinstatement of the individual in
that other school district. All of the following apply to reinstatement under this subsection:

(a) For an individual who was enrolled in grade 5 or below at the time of the expulsion and who has been
expelled for possessing a firearm or threatening another person with a dangerous weapon, the parent or legal
guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, the individual may initiate a
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petition for reinstatement at any time after the expiration of 60 school days after the date of expulsion. For an
individual who was enrolled in grade 5 or below at the time of the expulsion and who has been expelled
pursuant to subsection (2) for a reason other than possessing a firearm or threatening another person with a
dangerous weapon, the parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated
minor, the individual may initiate a petition for reinstatement at any time. For an individual who was in grade
6 or above at the time of expulsion, the parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an
emancipated minor, the individual may initiate a petition for reinstatement at any time after the expiration of
150 school days after the date of expulsion.

(b) An individual who was in grade 5 or below at the time of the expulsion and who has been expelled for
possessing a firearm or threatening another person with a dangerous weapon shall not be reinstated before the
expiration of 90 school days after the date of expulsion. An individual who was in grade 5 or below at the
time of the expulsion and who has been expelled pursuant to subsection (2) for a reason other than possessing
a firearm or threatening another person with a dangerous weapon shall not be reinstated before the expiration
of 10 school days after the date of the expulsion. An individual who was in grade 6 or above at the time of the
expulsion shall not be reinstated before the expiration of 180 school days after the date of expulsion.

(c) It is the responsibility of the parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an
emancipated minor, of the individual to prepare and submit the petition. A school board is not required to
provide any assistance in preparing the petition. Upon request by a parent or legal guardian or, if the
individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, by the individual, a school board shall make available
a form for a petition.

(d) Not later than 10 school days after receiving a petition for reinstatement under this subsection, a school
board shall appoint a committee to review the petition and any supporting information submitted by the parent
or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, by the individual. The
committee shall consist of 2 school board members, 1 school administrator, 1 teacher, and 1 parent of a pupil
in the school district. During this time the superintendent of the school district may prepare and submit for
consideration by the committee information concerning the circumstances of the expulsion and any factors
mitigating for or against reinstatement.

(e) Not later than 10 school days after all members are appointed, the committee described in subdivision
(d) shall review the petition and any supporting information and information provided by the school district
and shall submit a recommendation to the school board on the issue of reinstatement. The recommendation
shall be for unconditional reinstatement, for conditional reinstatement, or against reinstatement, and shall be
accompanied by an explanation of the reasons for the recommendation and of any recommended conditions
for reinstatement. The recommendation shall be based on consideration of all of the following factors:

(i) The extent to which reinstatement of the individual would create a risk of harm to pupils or school
personnel.

(ii) The extent to which reinstatement of the individual would create a risk of school district liability or
individual liability for the school board or school district personnel.

(iii) The age and maturity of the individual.
(iv) The individual's school record before the incident that caused the expulsion.
(v) The individual's attitude concerning the incident that caused the expulsion.
(vi) The individual's behavior since the expulsion and the prospects for remediation of the individual.
(vii) If the petition was filed by a parent or legal guardian, the degree of cooperation and support that has

been provided by the parent or legal guardian and that can be expected if the individual is reinstated,
including, but not limited to, receptiveness toward possible conditions placed on the reinstatement.

(f) Not later than the next regularly scheduled board meeting after receiving the recommendation of the
committee under subdivision (e), a school board shall make a decision to unconditionally reinstate the
individual, conditionally reinstate the individual, or deny reinstatement of the individual. The decision of the
school board is final.

(g) A school board may require an individual and, if the petition was filed by a parent or legal guardian, his
or her parent or legal guardian to agree in writing to specific conditions before reinstating the individual in a
conditional reinstatement. The conditions may include, but are not limited to, agreement to a behavior
contract, which may involve the individual, parent or legal guardian, and an outside agency; participation in
or completion of an anger management program or other appropriate counseling; periodic progress reviews;
and specified immediate consequences for failure to abide by a condition. A parent or legal guardian or, if the
individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, the individual may include proposed conditions in a
petition for reinstatement submitted under this subsection.

(6) A school board or school administrator that complies with subsection (2) is not liable for damages for
expelling a pupil pursuant to subsection (2), and the authorizing body of a public school academy is not liable
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for damages for expulsion of a pupil by the public school academy pursuant to subsection (2).
(7) The department shall develop and distribute to all school districts a form for a petition for reinstatement

to be used under subsection (5).
(8) This section does not diminish the due process rights under federal law of a pupil who has been

determined to be eligible for special education programs and services.
(9) If a pupil expelled from a public school district pursuant to subsection (2) is enrolled by a public school

district sponsored alternative education program or a public school academy during the period of expulsion,
the public school academy or alternative education program shall immediately become eligible for the
prorated share of either the public school academy or operating school district's foundation allowance or the
expelling school district's foundation allowance, whichever is higher.

(10) If an individual is expelled pursuant to subsection (2), it is the responsibility of that individual and of
his or her parent or legal guardian to locate a suitable alternative educational program and to enroll the
individual in such a program during the expulsion. The office of safe schools in the department shall compile
information on and catalog existing alternative education programs or schools and nonpublic schools that may
be open to enrollment of individuals expelled pursuant to subsection (2) and pursuant to section 1311a, and
shall periodically distribute this information to school districts for distribution to expelled individuals. A
school board that establishes an alternative education program or school described in this subsection shall
notify the office of safe schools about the program or school and the types of pupils it serves. The office of
safe schools also shall work with and provide technical assistance to school districts, authorizing bodies for
public school academies, and other interested parties in developing these types of alternative education
programs or schools in geographic areas that are not being served.

(11) As used in this section:
(a) “Arson” means a felony violation of chapter X of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.71

to 750.80.
(b) “Criminal sexual conduct” means a violation of section 520b, 520c, 520d, 520e, or 520g of the

Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520b, 750.520c, 750.520d, 750.520e, and 750.520g.
(c) “Dangerous weapon” means that term as defined in section 1313.
(d) “Firearm” means that term as defined in section 921 of title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C.

921.
(e) “School board” means a school board, intermediate school board, or the board of directors of a public

school academy.
(f) “School district” means a school district, a local act school district, an intermediate school district, or a

public school academy.
(g) “Weapon free school zone” means that term as defined in section 237a of the Michigan penal code,

1931 PA 328, MCL 750.237a.
History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;Am. 1993, Act 335, Imd. Eff. Dec. 31, 1993;Am. 1994, Act 328, Eff. Jan. 1,

1995;Am. 1995, Act 250, Imd. Eff. Jan. 2, 1996;Am. 1999, Act 23, Imd. Eff. May 12, 1999.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1311a Assault by pupil against employee, volunteer, or contractor; expulsion required;
alternative services; referral; reinstatement; immunity from liability; petition for
reinstatement form; rights of pupils eligible for special education programs and services;
eligibility of school for prorated share of foundation allowance; report of assaults;
responsibility for enrollment in educational program; definitions.
Sec. 1311a. (1) If a pupil enrolled in grade 6 or above commits a physical assault at school against a person

employed by or engaged as a volunteer or contractor by the school board and the physical assault is reported
to the school board, school district superintendent, or building principal by the victim or, if the victim is
unable to report the assault, by another person on the victim's behalf, then the school board, or the designee of
the school board as described in section 1311(1) on behalf of the school board, shall expel the pupil from the
school district permanently, subject to possible reinstatement under subsection (5). A district superintendent
or building principal who receives a report described in this subsection shall forward the report to the school
board.

(2) If a pupil enrolled in grade 6 or above commits a verbal assault, as defined by school board policy, at
school against a person employed by or engaged as a volunteer or contractor by the school board and the
verbal assault is reported to the school board, school district superintendent, or building principal by the
victim or, if the victim is unable to report the verbal assault, by another person on the victim's behalf, or if a
pupil enrolled in grade 6 or above makes a bomb threat or similar threat directed at a school building, other
school property, or a school-related event, then the school board, or the designee of the school board as
described in section 1311(1) on behalf of the school board, shall suspend or expel the pupil from the school
district for a period of time as determined in the discretion of the school board or its designee. A district
superintendent or building principal who receives a report described in this subsection shall forward the report
to the school board. Notwithstanding section 1147, a school district is not required to allow an individual
expelled from another school district under this subsection to attend school in the school district during the
expulsion.

(3) If an individual is permanently expelled pursuant to this section, the expelling school district shall enter
on the individual's permanent record that he or she has been permanently expelled pursuant to this section.
Except if a school district operates or participates cooperatively in an alternative education program
appropriate for individuals expelled pursuant to this section and section 1311(2) and in its discretion admits
the individual to that program, and except for a strict discipline academy established under sections 1311b to
1311l, an individual permanently expelled pursuant to this section is expelled from all public schools in this
state and the officials of a school district shall not allow the individual to enroll in the school district unless
the individual has been reinstated under subsection (5). Except as otherwise provided by law, a program
operated for individuals expelled pursuant to this section and section 1311(2) shall ensure that those
individuals are physically separated at all times during the school day from the general pupil population. If an
individual permanently expelled from a school district pursuant to this section is not placed in an alternative
education program or strict discipline academy, the school district may provide, or may arrange for the
intermediate school district to provide, appropriate instructional services to the individual at home. The type
of services provided shall meet the requirements of section 6(4)(v) of the state school aid act of 1979, MCL
388.1606, and the services may be contracted for in the same manner as services for homebound pupils under
section 109 of the state school aid act of 1979, MCL 388.1709. This subsection does not require a school
district to expend more money for providing services for a pupil permanently expelled pursuant to this section
than the amount of the foundation allowance the school district receives for the pupil under section 20 of the
state school aid act of 1979, MCL 388.1620.

(4) If a school board permanently expels an individual pursuant to this section, the school board shall
ensure that, within 3 days after the expulsion, an official of the school district refers the individual to the
appropriate county department of social services or county community mental health agency and notifies the
individual's parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, notifies
the individual of the referral.

(5) The parent or legal guardian of an individual permanently expelled pursuant to this section or, if the
individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, the individual may petition the expelling school board
for reinstatement of the individual to public education in the school district. If the expelling school board
denies a petition for reinstatement, the parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an
emancipated minor, the individual may petition another school board for reinstatement of the individual in
that other school district. All of the following apply to reinstatement under this subsection:
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(a) The individual's parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated
minor, the individual may initiate a petition for reinstatement at any time after the expiration of 150 school
days after the date of expulsion.

(b) The individual shall not be reinstated before the expiration of 180 school days after the date of
expulsion.

(c) It is the responsibility of the parent or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an
emancipated minor, of the individual to prepare and submit the petition. A school board is not required to
provide any assistance in preparing the petition. Upon request by a parent or legal guardian or, if the
individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, by the individual, a school board shall make available
a form for a petition.

(d) Not later than 10 school days after receiving a petition for reinstatement under this subsection, a school
board shall appoint a committee to review the petition and any supporting information submitted by the parent
or legal guardian or, if the individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, by the individual. The
committee shall consist of 2 school board members, 1 school administrator, 1 teacher, and 1 parent of a pupil
in the school district. During this time the superintendent of the school district may prepare and submit for
consideration by the committee information concerning the circumstances of the expulsion and any factors
mitigating for or against reinstatement.

(e) Not later than 10 school days after all members are appointed, the committee described in subdivision
(d) shall review the petition and any supporting information and information provided by the school district
and shall submit a recommendation to the school board on the issue of reinstatement. The recommendation
shall be for unconditional reinstatement, for conditional reinstatement, or against reinstatement, and shall be
accompanied by an explanation of the reasons for the recommendation and of any recommended conditions
for reinstatement. The recommendation shall be based on consideration of all of the following factors:

(i) The extent to which reinstatement of the individual would create a risk of harm to pupils or school
personnel.

(ii) The extent to which reinstatement of the individual would create a risk of school district or individual
liability for the school board or school district personnel.

(iii) The age and maturity of the individual.
(iv) The individual's school record before the incident that caused the expulsion.
(v) The individual's attitude concerning the incident that caused the expulsion.
(vi) The individual's behavior since the expulsion and the prospects for remediation of the individual.
(vii) If the petition was filed by a parent or legal guardian, the degree of cooperation and support that has

been provided by the parent or legal guardian and that can be expected if the individual is reinstated,
including, but not limited to, receptiveness toward possible conditions placed on the reinstatement.

(f) Not later than the next regularly scheduled board meeting after receiving the recommendation of the
committee under subdivision (e), a school board shall make a decision to unconditionally reinstate the
individual, conditionally reinstate the individual, or deny reinstatement of the individual. The decision of the
school board is final.

(g) A school board may require an individual and, if the petition was filed by a parent or legal guardian, his
or her parent or legal guardian to agree in writing to specific conditions before reinstating the individual in a
conditional reinstatement. The conditions may include, but are not limited to, agreement to a behavior
contract, which may involve the individual, parent or legal guardian, and an outside agency; participation in
or completion of an anger management program or other appropriate counseling; periodic progress reviews;
and specified immediate consequences for failure to abide by a condition. A parent or legal guardian or, if the
individual is at least age 18 or is an emancipated minor, the individual may include proposed conditions in a
petition for reinstatement submitted under this subsection.

(6) A school board or school administrator that complies with this section is not liable for damages for
suspending or expelling a pupil pursuant to this section, and the authorizing body of a public school academy
is not liable for damages for suspension or expulsion of a pupil by the public school academy pursuant to this
section.

(7) The department shall develop and distribute to all school districts a form for a petition for reinstatement
to be used under subsection (5). The department may designate the form used for a petition for reinstatement
under section 1311 as a form that may be used under this section.

(8) This section does not diminish the due process rights under federal law of a pupil who has been
determined to be eligible for special education programs and services.

(9) If a pupil expelled from a school district pursuant to this section is enrolled by a public school district
sponsored alternative education program or a public school academy during the period of expulsion, the
public school academy or the alternative education program is immediately eligible for the prorated share of
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either the public school academy's or operating school district's foundation allowance or the expelling school
district's foundation allowance, whichever is higher.

(10) A school board or its designee shall report all assaults described in subsection (1) or (2) to appropriate
state or local law enforcement officials and prosecutors as provided in the statewide school safety information
policy under section 1308.

(11) If an individual is expelled pursuant to this section, it is the responsibility of that individual and of his
or her parent or legal guardian to locate a suitable educational program and to enroll the individual in such a
program during the expulsion. The office for safe schools in the department shall compile information on and
catalog existing alternative education programs or schools and nonpublic schools that may be open to
enrollment of individuals expelled pursuant to this section and pursuant to section 1311(2), and shall
periodically distribute this information to school districts for distribution to expelled individuals. A school
board that establishes an alternative education program or school described in this subsection shall notify the
office of safe schools about the program or school and the types of pupils it serves. The office for safe schools
also shall work with and provide technical assistance to school districts, authorizing bodies for public school
academies, and other interested parties in developing these types of alternative education programs or schools
in geographic areas that are not being served.

(12) As used in this section:
(a) “At school” means in a classroom, elsewhere on school premises, on a school bus or other

school-related vehicle, or at a school-sponsored activity or event whether or not it is held on school premises.
(b) “Physical assault” means intentionally causing or attempting to cause physical harm to another through

force or violence.
(c) “School board” means a school board, intermediate school board, or the board of directors of a public

school academy.
(d) “School district” means a school district, a local act school district, an intermediate school district, or a

public school academy.
History: Add. 1999, Act 104, Imd. Eff. July 6, 1999;Am. 2000, Act 230, Imd. Eff. June 27, 2000.

Popular name: Act 451
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1312 “Corporal punishment” defined; infliction of corporal punishment by employee,
volunteer, or contractor; exercise of necessary reasonable physical force; liability;
violation; deference given to reasonable good-faith judgments; development,
implementation, and enforcement of code of student conduct; model list of alternatives to
use of corporal punishment; authority permitting corporal punishment void.
Sec. 1312. (1) As used in this section, “corporal punishment” means the deliberate infliction of physical

pain by hitting, paddling, spanking, slapping, or any other physical force used as a means of discipline.
(2) Corporal punishment does not include physical pain caused by reasonable physical activities associated

with athletic training.
(3) A person employed by or engaged as a volunteer or contractor by a local or intermediate school board

or public school academy shall not inflict or cause to be inflicted corporal punishment upon any pupil under
any circumstances.

(4) A person employed by or engaged as a volunteer or contractor by a local or intermediate school board
or public school academy may use reasonable physical force upon a pupil as necessary to maintain order and
control in a school or school-related setting for the purpose of providing an environment conducive to safety
and learning. In maintaining that order and control, the person may use physical force upon a pupil as may be
necessary for 1 or more of the following:

(a) To restrain or remove a pupil whose behavior is interfering with the orderly exercise and performance
of school district or public school academy functions within a school or at a school-related activity, if that
pupil has refused to comply with a request to refrain from further disruptive acts.

(b) For self-defense or the defense of another.
(c) To prevent a pupil from inflicting harm on himself or herself.
(d) To quell a disturbance that threatens physical injury to any person.
(e) To obtain possession of a weapon or other dangerous object upon or within the control of a pupil.
(f) To protect property.
(5) A person employed by or engaged as a volunteer or contractor by a local or intermediate school board

or public school academy who exercises necessary reasonable physical force upon a pupil, or upon another
person of school age in a school-related setting, as described in subsection (4) is not liable in a civil action for
damages arising from the use of that physical force and is presumed not to have violated subsection (3) by the
use of that physical force. This subsection does not alter or limit a person's immunity from liability provided
under 1964 PA 170, MCL 691.1401 to 691.1415.

(6) A person who willfully or through gross negligence violates subsection (3) or who willfully or through
gross negligence violates subsection (4) may be appropriately disciplined by his or her school board or public
school academy. This subsection does not limit a school board's or public school academy's authority to
discipline an employee for a violation of its own policies.

(7) In determining whether an employee, volunteer, or contractor has acted in accordance with subsection
(4), deference shall be given to reasonable good-faith judgments made by that person.

(8) A local or intermediate school district or a public school academy shall develop and implement a code
of student conduct and shall enforce its provisions with regard to pupil misconduct in a classroom, elsewhere
on school premises, on a school bus or other school-related vehicle, or at a school sponsored activity or event
whether or not it is held on school premises.

(9) The department shall develop a model list of alternatives to the use of corporal punishment. This model
list shall be developed in consultation with organizations that represent the interests of teachers, school
employees, school boards, school administrators, pupils, parents, and child advocates, plus any other
organization that the state board of education may wish to consult. The department shall send this model list
to each school district, public school academy, and intermediate school district in the state and to each
nonpublic school in the state that requests it. A local or intermediate school board or public school academy
shall approve and cause to be distributed to each employee, volunteer, and contractor a list of alternatives to
the use of corporal punishment. Upon request, the department of education shall provide assistance to schools
in the development of programs and materials to implement this section.

(10) Any resolution, bylaw, rule, policy, ordinance, or other authority permitting corporal punishment is
void.

History: 1976, Act 451, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 1977;Am. 1988, Act 521, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;Am. 1992, Act 6, Imd. Eff. Mar. 10,
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1992;Am. 1995, Act 289, Eff. July 1, 1996;Am. 2000, Act 461, Imd. Eff. Jan. 10, 2001.
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THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1976

380.1313 Dangerous weapon found in possession of pupil; report; confiscation by school
official; determination of legal owner; “dangerous weapon” defined.
Sec. 1313. (1) If a dangerous weapon is found in the possession of a pupil while the pupil is in attendance

at school or a school activity or while the pupil is enroute to or from school on a school bus, the
superintendent of the school district or intermediate school district, or his or her designee, immediately shall
report that finding to the pupil's parent or legal guardian and the local law enforcement agency.

(2) If a school official finds that a dangerous weapon is in the possession of a pupil as described in
subsection (1), the school official may confiscate the dangerous weapon or shall request a law enforcement
agency to respond as soon as possible and to confiscate the dangerous weapon. If a school official confiscates
a dangerous weapon under this subsection, the school official shall give the dangerous weapon to a law
enforcement agency and shall not release the dangerous weapon to any other person, including the legal
owner of the dangerous weapon. A school official who complies in good faith with this section is not civilly
or criminally liable for that compliance.

(3) A law enforcement agency that takes possession of a dangerous weapon under subsection (2) shall
check all available local and state stolen weapon and stolen property files and the national crime information
center stolen gun and property files to determine the legal owner of the dangerous weapon. If the dangerous
weapon is a pistol, the law enforcement agency also shall check the state pistol registration records to
determine the legal owner. If the law enforcement agency is able to determine the legal owner of the
dangerous weapon, and if the legal owner did not knowingly provide the dangerous weapon to the pupil or
lawfully provided the dangerous weapon to the pupil but did not know or have reason to know that the pupil
would possess the dangerous weapon while in attendance at school or a school activity or while en route to or
from school on a school bus, the law enforcement agency shall send by certified mail to the legal owner a
notice that the agency is in possession of the dangerous weapon and that the legal owner has 90 days from
receipt of the notice to claim the dangerous weapon.

(4) As used in this section, “dangerous weapon” means a firearm, dagger, dirk, stiletto, knife with a blade
over 3 inches in length, pocket knife opened by a mechanical device, iron bar, or brass knuckles.

History: Add. 1987, Act 211, Imd. Eff. Dec. 22, 1987;Am. 1995, Act 76, Eff. Aug. 1, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451
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